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Theme: “The State and Noble Families:
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The Dual Function of the Symbols of the Bagrationi Dynasty as State and Dynastic
Arms

Dr Tornike Asatianil (Georgia)
The lecture will be delivered in English.

Summary

The principal aim of this paper is to examine the use of the coat of arms of the Georgian royal
dynasty of the Bagrationi for different purposes: as both a state emblem and a family coat of
arms, and to explore the political and cultural roles these symbols have played in Georgian
history.

The paper outlines the most significant and characteristic symbols associated with the
Bagrationi dynasty over the centuries in Georgia. At the same time, it briefly addresses the
history of the Bagrationi family, which emerged as a powerful feudal house in Georgia and
Armenia during the Early Middle Ages, attained its greatest influence as the royal dynasty of
medieval Georgia in the High Middle Ages, and continued to rule both the unified Georgian
kingdom and, later, the smaller Georgian kingdoms that emerged after its fragmentation. This
historical background is essential, as the symbolism of the Bagrationi coat of arms is closely
connected with the dynasty’s history and the legends surrounding its ancestry.

The paper also presents, describes, and interprets a wide range of versions of the Bagrationi
coat of arms created in different periods. Building on this descriptive overview, the study
focuses on the ways in which the Bagrationi coat of arms functioned as a symbol of the
Georgian state, a dynastic heraldic shield, or both simultaneously. It will demonstrate which
historical events and developments led, in different periods, to changes in the status of the coat
of arms and to its numerous modifications. Finally, the paper considers the relationship between
the Bagrationi coat of arms, the emblems it contains, and Georgian culture and Christianity in
Georgia.
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Tornike Asatiani is a historian and heraldry scholar. He holds a BA in Georgian History from
Thilisi State University, an MA in Defence Studies from King’s College London, and a PhD in
Georgian History from the Tbilisi Institute of History and Ethnology. He currently serves as an
expert in the history of heraldry at the Department of State Symbology and Heraldry of
Georgia.

He was a member of the Georgian Parliament Commission of State Symbols (2003—2004) and
served as an invited professor at Ilia State University, Tbilisi (2017-2020). He is the author of
numerous articles, monographs, and books on Georgian heraldry in both Georgian and English,
and has participated in several international conferences on heraldry in Georgia and abroad.
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Bagrationy dinastijos simboliy vaidmuo valstybés ir dinastijos heraldikoje

Dr. Tornike Asatianil (Sakartvelas)

Paskaita bus skaitoma angly kalba.

Santrauka

Pagrindinis Sio praneSimo tikslas — iSnagrinéti Sakartvelo karaliSkosios Bagrationy dinastijos
herbo vartojimg kaip valstybés ir dinastijos Zenklo. PraneSime aptariama, kokj politinj ir
kulttrinj vaidmenj Sie simboliai atliko Sakartvelo istorijoje.

Pristatomi svarbiausi su Bagrationais siejami heraldiniai zenklai ir trumpai apzvelgiama pacios
dinastijos istorija. Bagrationai ankstyvaisiais viduramziais buvo galinga valdovy giminé
Sakartvele ir Arménijoje, o didZiausig galig pasieké valdydami suvienytg Sakartvelo karalyste.
Véliau jie valdé ir atskiras Sakartvelo karalystes. Sis istorinis kontekstas svarbus todél, kad
herbo simbolika glaudziai susijusi su dinastijos istorija ir jos kilmés samprata.

PraneSime taip pat aptariamos skirtingais laikotarpiais sukurtos Bagrationy herbo versijos.
Nagrin¢jama, kaip Sis herbas veiké kaip valstybés Zenklas, kaip dinastijos herbas arba kaip abi
Sios formos vienu metu. Atskleidziama, kokie istoriniai jvykiai ir politiniai poky¢iai 1émé jo
statuso kaitg ir gausias atmainas. Galiausiai aptariamas Bagrationy herbo rysys su Sakartvelo
kultiira ir krikS¢ionybe.

CvV

Tornike Asatiani — istorikas ir heraldikos tyré¢jas. Tbilisio valstybiniame universitete jgijo
Sakartvelo istorijos bakalauro laipsnj, Londono King’s College baigé gynybos studijy
magistranttirg, o Sakartvelo istorijos daktaro laipsnj jgijo Tbilisio istorijos ir etnologijos
institute. Siuo metu jis dirba heraldikos istorijos ekspertu Sakartvelo valstybés simbolikos ir
heraldikos departamente.

2003-2004 m. buvo Sakartvelo parlamento Valstybés simboliy komisijos narys, 0 2017-2020
m. — kviestinis profesorius Iljos valstybiniame universitete Tbilisyje. Jis yra daugelio
straipsniy, monografijy ir knygy apie Sakartvelo heraldika kartvely ir angly kalbomis autorius
bei tarptautiniy heraldikos konferencijy Sakartvele ir uZsienyje dalyvis.



